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Value
in an
island
visit

 King Island’s Mary 
Hamer was thrilled 

that almost 50 
people could join 
her for a big party 
to celebrate her 
90th birthday.

STORY:
PAGE 4

Mary’s 90-not-out

HEIDI WEITJENS

KING Island has what visitors 
want and offers great value,  
the head of Tourism Tasmania 
told a recent forum in Currie.

Tourism Tasmania chief ex-
ecutive John Fitzgerald told 
an audience of more than 20 
island tourism operators and 
associates that a $2.5 million 
budget has been allocated to 
promote the off season.

More than 2100 passengers 
have flown into King Island 
since Sharp Airlines began 
flights from Hobart, which is 
greater than the population of 
King Island. 

World-class Cape Wick-
ham golf course had the high-
est occupancy in seven years 
from September to Christmas.

Statistics collated by Tour-
ism Tasmania showed King 
Island visitor numbers dipped 
in April last year but had 
quickly rebounded.

Noticeably more people 
were arriving from Hobart 
than Victoria now. 

The Government has con-
firmed underwriting of direct 
flights between Hobart and 
King Island will be extended 
through to March 2022.

Statistics also reveal that 
the short-stay accommodation 
trend is climbing.

Tourism Tasmania board  
chairman  James Cretan met 
Nicholas Cooper from King 
Island Council at a confer-
ence, and motivated the entire 
board to fly in and experience 
King Island mid-week for 
two days before the launch of 
Dark Mofo in Hobart.  

“We are confident about the 

future of King Island and Tas-
mania, and are pleased to an-
nounce the biggest campaign 
ever with a budget of $2.5 
million to promote The Off 
Season,” Mr Fitzgerald said.

“This call out to visitors is 
about creating ways to help 
make business sustainable 
year-round,” he said.

“We have already locked 
in 340 Tasmanian and King 
Island businesses creating 
The Off Season offers for our 
three months of winter, plus 
20 more expressions of inter-
est this week.

“It will need to be built up 
over time and more operators 
will get involved by drawing 
attention to their business, be-
ing visible, showcasing prod-
ucts, listing their business.”

Mr Fitzgerald said it was 
important for businesses to 
be up to date on Australian 
Tourism Data Warehouse, 
which supports more than  
90,000 tourism listings, and 
to get active on social media 
#tassieoffseason”.

“Tourism Tasmania is about 
connecting people from Tas-
mania to King Island and 
showing them how to get out 
and about and show them the 
way we live it up in winter.”

A series of professional 
videos, still shots and The Off 
Season presentations are in 
circulation.

Mr Fitzgerald said Tour-
ism Tasmania was keeping in 
contact with the international 
market and looking at ways 
of further engagement when 
overseas travel demand reig-
nites.

Continued page 2
Mary Hamer enjoys her 90th bithday celebrations surrounded by family.                             Picture: HEIDI WEITJENS
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HAVE a go at 
reporting on your 
community group 
activity or event and 
sending it into the 
King Island Courier. 

Add a photo – it  
can be taken on 
any smartphone 
or digital camera 
(don’t forget to 
name the people in 
pictures).

Maybe have a 
weekly segment. 
The more ears 
and eyes in 
our community 
reporting on events, 
the better informed 
our community will 
be.

Send your articles 
and pictures to 
roger.hanson@
fontpr.com.au

From page 1

“We share King Island’s 
workforce challenges, every-
one needs more staff in the 
industry to maximise the de-
mand, particularly today with 
the increase in traffic The Off 
Season campaign is creating.”

Recovery for Regional Tour-
ism has been granted $13.5 
million, with an added focus 
on Agri Tourism.

“Tasmania offers what peo-
ple want, fantastic food, a safe 
environment, friendly people 
and much more. I am King Is-
land’s niche customer. I love 
exceptional experiences, food, 
beer, spirits and golf,” Mr Fitz-
gerald told his audience.

King Island Escapes Porky’s 
Beach House property manager 
Jess Clemons said the “Make 
Yourself at Home Campaign” 
worked for them.

Ian Johnson, part-owner of 
Grassy Holiday Village Ian 
Johnson said they closed by 
3pm if they did not get enough 
bookings in the restaurant.

Cape Wickham Golf Links 
general manager said the course 
was open during the off season.

“A significant increase of 
visitors to King island is clear 
with solid forward bookings,” 
he said.

Ocean Dunes Golf Links’ 
Russell Mitchell shared their 
marketing experience.

“Convenience is attractive 
for all travellers and simply 

New Courier 
editor Heidi 
Weitzens who 
is a well-
known King 
Islander.

WELL known and passionate 
islander Heidi Weitjens is the 
new King Island Courier ed-
itor.

Proud to be made on King 
Island, Heidi who grew up 
on the family farm milking 
cows twice a day and driving 
around fixing fences in-be-
tween times, has taken the 
reigns of the local newspa-
per.

Present Courier editor 
Roger Hanson will be leav-
ing the island soon, to take up 
the role of editor of the only 
statewide publication, Tas-
manian Country newspaper.

Tasmanian Country is 
well-known to many King Is-
landers because it is a prima-
ry industry focused weekly 
newspaper.

Its present editor Karolin 
MacGregor is going on ma-
ternity leave.    

Heidi has had a fascinating 

Passionate local joins 
the team at the Courier

journey from farm to hospi-
tality and tourism, while all 
the time writing and develop-
ing her photography.

“Years of establishing and 
operating various businesses 
and being part of many as-
sociations and activities, has 
given me life experiences in 

many fields,” Heidi said. “I 
enjoy being a member of a 
strong working team and I am 
grateful opportunities and ac-
complishments have resulted 
in positive contributions to the 
community.”

Heidi, who created King Is-
land Distillery and will continue 

creating innovative spirits, has 
received rewarding testimoni-
als and various awards in busi-
ness.

“My drive to live an interest-
ing life and make a positive dif-
ference for others, has guided 
many opportunities in commu-
nity, commercial and tourism 
related organisations,” she said.

Heidi has a strong passion 
for developing ideas, applying 
solutions in the simplest yet 
most effective way, and tak-
ing action. She will bring these 
qualities to her new role at the 
Courier.

“I will be finding my feet 
as I take on the challenge of 
following on from the excel-
lent work Roger Hanson has 
done in rebirthing our local 
newspaper.”

Heidi has started working 
alongside Roger until his de-
parture. She can be contact-
ed on 0416 061 357.

Island offers
visitor value

more fun for everyone,” he 
said.

Mr Fitzgerald invited attend-
ees at the meeting in the King 

Island Hotel Cataraqui func-
tion room to “share their sto-
ries and experience and chat to 
the Tourism Tasmania board, 

while they are trying Corey 
and Sarah’s King Island Bre-
whouse Beers and King Island 
Distillery Spirits.

ABOVE: Tourism 
Tasmania chief 
executive John 
Fitzgerald addresses 
King Island tourism 
operators.

LEFT: Enjoying 
the tourism forum 
are Meg Hely from 
King Island Car 
Rentals, left,  and 
Lee Jefferies from 
KIRDO.
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High school cafe rocks

KING ISLAND 8-10 MAIN STREET, CURRIE
OPEN 7AM TO 6PM

PH: 6462 1244 this week’s specials!
On Special - 23/06/2021 –29/06/2021

PLUS MANY MORE SPECIALS IN STORE AND ON FACEBOOK
Specials available only at King Island IGA + Liquor. While stocks last. IGA Liquor supports the responsible service of alcohol. Tobacco and alcohol not sold to under 18’s. IG
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$845ea
SAVE $2.44

$415ea
SAVE $1.84

$525ea
SAVE $2.25

$675ea
SAVE $3.16

$450ea
SAVE $1.69

$450ea
SAVE $3.28

Tetley All Rounder Pure 
Black Tea Bags 100 Pack
$2.08 per 100g

Pears Soap Mint 
Triple Pack 3x125g
$1.40 per 100g

 
Nescafé Sachets 

Cappuccino 10 Pack
$3.60 per 100g

Dettol Healthy Touch 
Hand Sanitiser 500mL

$2.10 per 100mL

Dr. Oetker Ristorante 
Pizza Barbacoa 330g
$2.05 per 100g

Peters 
Drumstick Multipack 
Mixed 24 Pack
$1.52 per 100mL

Bega Tasty Grated 
Cheese 500g
$16.90 per kg

ea

SAVE $5.49

$1050

ea

SAVE $8.04

$3195

Cadbury Old Gold 
Dark Chocolate 

Orange Block 170g
$2.65 per 100g

THE King Island District High 
school’s  The Rock Cafe is giving 
students studying hospitality the 
opportunity to put into practice 
their class learnings.

The cafe opens some Saturday 
mornings to the public offering 
a delicious selection of muffins, 
cakes, slices, and coffee. The 
school advertises when the cafe is 
open on a Saturday and it’s well-
worth getting along to.

ROGER HANSON

LOCAL rock band Rusty Falcon is 
joining forces with a favoured King 
Island visitor  and professional mu-
sicians Yentl As Anything this Satur-
day at the King 
Island Club.

Yentl Doggen, 
who is original-
ly from Belgium 
and is now a 
full-time trav-
eller and pro-
fessional mu-
sician, left the 
island couple of 
months ago for 
Adelaide to start 
a mainland music tour. He has re-
turned to see friends and reunite with 
Rusty Falcon on the music stage this 
Saturday June 26 from 7.30pm.

Yentl, who spent about a year and 
a half on the island, said King Island 
Community Radio 100.5FM’s Wade 
Roskam encouraged him to return.

“Wade has been a great support. 
I enjoy King Island, there is lots of 

music being played here,” Yentl said.
Yentl As Anything is a group of 

four. Yentl Doggen on guitar, Daniel 
Baer on drums, bass Tommy Blake, 
vocals by Jess Boyes. Sound by 
Wade Roskam.

“I studied 
music at uni-
versity. I am 
really a drum-
mer, playing 
professionally 
in Belgium, but 
also play other 
instruments.”

As a free-
lance musician, 
Yentl has per-

formed in a va-
riety of settings, playing an array of 
instruments including drums, percus-
sion, guitar and piano. He has played 
in symphonic orchestras, in operas 
and musicals, jazz-, rock-, funk- and 
big bands, for studio recordings, in 
electronic music settings as well as 
many others.

“For King Island I like to do some-
thing different.”

Musos 
to share
reunion

ABOVE: The Year 8 and 
9 students working the 

cafe, along with staff, are 
from left Sarah Lancaster, 

Katina Muller, Matilda 
Tayler and Lilly Davis. 

RIGHT: KIDHS principal 
Denise Bryant orders a 
coffee from Lilly Davis.

Pictures: ROGER HANSON

Local band Rusty Falcon.



GROCERIES

DAIRY & FROZEN

DELI

FRUIT & VEG

King Island
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SHOP FROM HOME
kingisland.myfoodworks.com.au

FOODWORKS KING ISL AND
Main Street, Currie | Ph: 6462 1144
kingisland@stores.foodworks.com.au

Offers available from 23.06.21 - 29.06.21 unless sold out prior. 
Limit rights reserved. Offers exclusive to FoodWorks King Island 

Cadbury Choc 
Blocks 160-
180g Varieties

Arnotts Choc 
Tim Tam 160-
175g Varieties

Coca Cola 
24x375ml 
Varieties

Nestle Milo 
700g 

Handee Towel 
Ultra 2ply 3s

Pedigree Home 
Style Dog Food 
1.2kg Varieties

Chobani Yogurt 
140g Varieties

Perfect Cheese 
Shredded Pizza 
450g

Connoisseur Ice Cream 
1L Varieties

Steggles Whole 
Roasting Chicken

Hass Avocadoes 

White Wings 
Cake Mix 530-
535g Varieties

Arnotts 
Cream Biscuits 
Assorted 

Golden 
Crumpets 
6pk Varieties

Cold Power 
Laundry Liquid 
2L Varieties

Carmans 
Clusters 500g 
Varieties

Mission Wraps 
8 pack Varieties

Cottees Jam 
500g Varieties

Friskies Adult 
Dry Cat Food 
1kg Varieties

Meadow Lea 
Spread 1kg

Pampas Pastry 
1kg Varieties

Birds Eye Oven Bake 
Fish 425g Varieties

Champagne Ham

Sweet Corn On The Cob

Kirks 10x375ml 
Varieties

Sorbent Toilet 
Roll White 2ply 
24 Pack

Carmans Muesli 
500g Varieties

Nescafe Co� ee 
150g Varieties

Philly Chilli 
250g

Peters 
Drumstick 
4s Varieties

$899
EA

SAVE
$427

Varieties

$265
EA

SAVE
$309

Cream Biscuits 
Assorted 

Arnotts Arnotts 

$270
EA

SAVE
$213 Crumpets 

6pk Varieties

Golden Golden 

$270
EA

SAVE
$101

$299
EA

SAVE
$143

Carmans Muesli 
500g Varieties

$735
EA

SAVE
$159

Style Dog Food 
1.2kg Varieties

Pedigree Home 
Nescafe Co� ee 

Pedigree Home 

$725
EA

SAVE
$412

Cake Mix 530-
535g Varieties

Cadbury Choc White Wings White Wings 

$450
EA

SAVE
$153

Laundry Liquid 
2L Varieties

Cold Power Cold Power 

$2399
EA

SAVE
$1462 Roll White 2ply 

24 Pack

Sorbent Toilet Sorbent Toilet 

$1165
EA

SAVE
$725 Roll White 2ply 

$1499
EA

SAVE
$532

Clusters 500g 
Varieties

Carmans Carmans 

$1080
EA

SAVE
$296

Drumstick 
4s Varieties

Peters Peters 

$699
EA

SAVE
$177

$1799
KG

SAVE
$2

$599
KG

$225
EA

Sweet Corn On The Cob

$225
EA

Carmans Muesli 

$599
EA

SAVE
$186

8 pack Varieties
Cottees Jam 
500g Varieties

$499
EA

SAVE
$160

Style Dog Food Dry Cat Food 
1kg Varieties

Pedigree Home Friskies Adult Pedigree Home Friskies Adult 

$425
EA

SAVE

69¢

Mission Wraps 
8 pack Varieties

$399
EA

SAVE
$136

$345
EA

SAVE
$123

$505
EA

SAVE FROM
$127

Philly Chilli 
250g

$599
EA

SAVE FROM

80¢Chobani Yogurt Meadow Lea 
Spread 1kg

$220
EA

SAVE

43¢

$399
EA

SAVE
$155

Shredded Pizza Pampas Pastry 
1kg Varieties

Perfect Cheese 

$799
EA

SAVE
$174

$799
EA

SAVE
$307

$1050
EA

SAVE
$384

$1099
EA

SAVE
$227
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Chance to air
NBN concerns
HERE IS your chance to voice 
your concerns about internet 
services on King Island.

NBN Co senior executive 
Gavin Williams will be visit-
ing King Island on Monday, 
June 28 to discuss internet 
access and service issues with 
residents, King Island Coun-
cil, local businesses, commu-
nity, and tourism representa-
tives 

Mr Williams is the chief 
development officer, regional 
and remote for NBN Co Aus-
tralia-wide. 

He is coming to King Is-

land at the invitation of Labor 
Senator Anne Urquhart after 
a survey of internet services 
raised serious concerns about 
access, data and reliability. 

“This is a great opportuni-
ty to get in the ear of senior 
NBN Co executives regarding 
improving internet access on 
King Island and I am really 
hoping that people will come 
along to the meetings and get 
involved in the discussion, ” 
Senator Urquhart said. 

NBN local representative 
Sam Marshall would also be 
on the island on the day to 

demonstrate the available sat-
ellite internet services. 

All King Islanders are wel-
come. 

You can attend one of these 
meetings with Gavin Wil-
liams and Senator Urquhart to 
discuss internet service con-
cerns and needs: 

• 10.45 – 11.45am Catara-
qui Room, King Island Hotel

• 12.30 – 1.30pm by ap-
pointment, Cataraqui Room 
(contact Senator Urquhart’s 
office for a time) 

3 – 4pm Reekara Commu-
nity Complex

To see a demonstration 
of NBN Satellite setup with 
NBN Local staff drop-in:

anytime between 2pm – 
4pm Reekara Community 
Complex

anytime between 5pm – 
7pm CWA Hall Currie

You can also contact Sena-
tor Urquhart’s office on (03) 
64231933 or by email at: 
senator.urquhart@aph.gov.
au if you would like to make 
an appointment or are unable 
to attend and have a question 
you would like asked on your 
behalf.  

Buy Local, Support Local

(03) 6344 4423
solutions@another.com.au

www.another.com.au
164 Bathurst Street, LAUNCESTON

Protect Your Data
Managed
Backup

Managed
Defence

With Peace Of Mind Solutions

Antivirus For Home
& Business

See yourself here?
Try a Business Card in the Courier
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HEIDI WEITJENS
 

IT thrilled Mary Hamer 
that all her family flew in 
on a charter plane from 
Tasmania, but Melbourne 
family could not travel 
because of COVID-19 
lockdowns in Victoria.

 Almost 50 people had a 
big party to celebrate her 
90th birthday.

Family were Mary’s 
two sons and their wives, 
brother-in-law, three 
cousins-in-law, seven 
grandchildren (Justin 
Hamer shares Mary’s 
birthday), five great 
grandchildren, six cousins 
plus 20 more relatives and 
family friends.

Mary chose to celebrate º 
locally.“I support the locals, 
what else am I going to do 
with the money,” she said.

“I don’t go away by 
flying off the island 
anymore.

“Not many people reach 
90 you know. I’ve been 
here a long time and I am 
still here. I thought it was 
a good idea to have a party 
here, it was a big day, a 
very big day, and it was 
nice to see people.” 

Mary’s parents had 
a humble dairy farm in 
Holland. 

The family came to 
Australia by boat via the 
Swedish Canal in the 1950s 
and later the complete 
family migrated to farm in 
Shepparton, Victoria.

An older sister, Corrie, 
fell in love with a man who 
then moved to King Island 
and started up Hommes 

Supermarket in Currie.
This was the reason that 

Mary first came to visit.
The next morning 

Mary went to the bakery 
next door to buy a loaf of 
bread and met Denis the 
apprentice baker. 

He asked her to go out 
with him that night to the 
“pictures”, but got back 
from the pub so late, that 
Mary said “no I am not 
going now”, and promptly 
decided to return home the 
following morning.

It wasn’t long before 
Denis found Mary, she says 
with a smile, and Denis 
charmed her father, in 
which case Mary decided 
if dad thinks he’s ok, he 
must be alright and so she 
married him and moved to 
King Island and bought a 
house together in 1958. 

They had two boys in 22 
months, both born at the 
King Island Hospital. 

Mary still lives in their 
first home near the Currie 
School.

Mary and her late 
husband built the King 
Island Bakehouse.

To date, this is still a 
thriving family business 
where on any given day 
four generations are 
making dough.

Open from 6am it is a 
bakery, eatery and cafe 
famous for being the first 
point of call upon arrival of 
King Island for a real King 
Island beef pie, or crayfish 
pie.

Mary has always 
supported sports and likes 
to watch a bit of cricket 
and has always followed 
Richmond Football Club.  

Mary’s interest in horse 
races began when Denis 
competed in the races on 
King Island with a trotter 
or two and a galloper or 
four. 

Mary was always 
keeping stats and video 
recording of all of her three 
grandsons as jockeys and 
or trainers gallops horse 
races.

 Mary is very good at 
catching fish. 

She and her friends could 
often be found fishing for 
salmon in the channels 
at Martha Lavina Beach 
with Mary’s four-wheel 
motorbike to carry all the 
fish back to her car. 

Mary always welcomes 
family get-togethers and 
often someone is visiting 
and staying on King Island 
“at Mary’s” and always 
gathering with friends 
around the kitchen and 
dining tables which look 
out at the sunsets over the 
ocean. 

Mary loves coffee and 
doesn’t have to worry 
about cooking because 
King Island Meals on 
Wheels delivers dinners to 
her home. 

Every day Mary drives 
down the street to collect 
the newspapers, including 
Thursdays for the King 
Island Courier and to catch 
up with current affairs.

Mary enjoys a ‘big day’

Mary Hamer is surrounded by relatives and friendsa at the 90th birthday party.
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THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS

$6.00

$6.00

$6.00Lighthouse Blue 
200g

Phoques Cove 
Camembert 200g

Victoria Cove Smoked 
Camembert 200g

Ph: (03) 6462 0947, E: kid.store@saputo.com 
869 North Road, Loorana

www.kingislanddairy.com.au 

Specials may vary in-store if stock is not available 

Cheese Store

NO ORDINARY ISLAND. 
NO ORDINARY CHEESE.

OPEN MON, TUE, WED, FRI & SUN: 11am - 4:30pm
CLOSED THURS & SAT CURRIE

CARGOES
PTY LTD

Do you need to bring

FREIGHT
from Melbourne 
to King Island?

A local King Island business 
can help you with this.

All enquiries to our agent:

Jim McKenzie Agencies
www.mckenzieagencies.com

info@curriecargoes.com
2 Shaw St, Currie

6462 1415

Mark your freight with:
“[Your Name], King Island”

and deliver to:
Searoad Logistics

Lane 3, 52 Empress Road
Building 2A, Port Melbourne

Open 7.00am - 2.00pm

EASTERN LINE 
SHIPPING

DELIVER TO OUR DEPOTS,  
OR WE CAN ARRANGE DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY

6 Wharf Rd, Stanley or 178 George Town Rd, Newnham

LORI 0403 152 333 

cargo@easternline.com.au

ALL YOUR SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT 
NEEDS TO & FROM KING ISLAND

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALLNO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

WARREN 0439 672 366

Army
medic
medal
HEIDI WEITJENS

SUSAN Winter, the 
niece of well-known 
King Islander John 
Winter, received a 
medal of the Order of 
Australia in Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List 
2021.

Recognising Sarah 
for her achievements 
and service, had King 
Islander John Winter 
beaming with pride 
that his brother Ow-
en’s daughter is such a 
high achieving Regular 
Army Colonel.

This Medal of the 
Order of Australia 
(OAM) was awarded 
to Ms Winter, who is in 
her late 50s, for merito-
rious service as a spe-
cialist anaesthetist and 
intensivist on multiple 
overseas deployments.

She is also the Mel-
bourne-based special-
ist medical advisor to 
the 2nd General Health 
Battalion, 3rd Health 
Support Battalion and 
Army Health Services.

Offshore seismic
test areas mapped
ROGER HANSON

OFFSHORE petroleum ex-
ploration acreage has been re-
leased near King Island and the 
Federal Government says seis-
mic testing is a key part of oil 
and gas exploration.

More than 30,000 square 
kilometres of seabed to the 
west of King Island will be 
sold to the highest bidder for 
oil and gas exploration. The 
King Island Council does not 
want seismic testing unless it 
is shown it won’t harm the is-
land’s valuable seafood indus-
try.

The release is part of about 
80,000 square kilometres of 
new acreage available for ex-
ploration in Commonwealth 
waters.

Global energy giant, Cono-
coPhillips plans a three-dimen-
sional marine seismic survey 
about 25km west of King Is-
land with Beach Energy south-
east of King Island.

A government release said: 
“A key part of oil and gas ex-
ploration is seismic survey-
ing, which involves sending 
controlled pulses of sound to-

wards the seabed to generate 
detailed images of underlying 
geological formations. Com-

panies with an exploration 
permit and appropriate envi-
ronmental approvals can do 

seismic activities in their own 
title areas.”

Resources, Water and 

A map shows the 
exploration area west 
of King Island.

Northern Australia Minis-
ter Keith Pitt said the release 
comprised 21 areas.

 “The annual acreage re-
lease is a crucial component 
of the Government’s gas-fired 
recovery plan. It is vitally im-
portant that Australians have 
access to reliable and afford-
able energy,” Mr  Pitt said.

The Otway Basin has been 
an important gas-producing 
province for southeast Aus-
tralia since the late 1980s, 
however most fields in the 
basin are currently in decline 
or have depleted. 

All areas in the 2021 Acre-
age Release are based on in-
dustry nominations and were 
subject to a public consulta-
tion process.

All areas are available for 
work-program bidding. Bid-
ding will close on Thursday 
March 3, 2022.
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.

We’re not safe until we’re all safe.

Find out when it’s your turn and where  
you can be vaccinated at australia.gov.au

OVER 5 MILLION   
AUSTRALIANS 
HAVE NOW TAKEN 
THE NEXT STEP

Book here

Islander achieves goal

Stihl looking for  
a great deal?

T.G. & D.J. 
PERRY

Your local authorised STIHL dealers
4 Main St, Currie 7256 03 6462 1182

DURING the 80s I did a lot 
of travelling and found myself 
in so many great places. By 
travelling I mean that I was 
moving around and living in 
different places. 

At the time I was a soccer 
goalkeeper and as there nev-
er seemed to be enough of us, 
I found myself encountering 
some wonderful life changing 
opportunities. 

Sometimes we end up in 
places that may never had 

been on our radar through 
what might seem to be a weird 
series of circumstances.

If not born on the island 
maybe that’s how you ended 
up on King Island. It might 
have been a plane trip away 
for a weekend, then you were 
hooked. It might have hap-
pened via googling an island 
of rugged and pristine beauty 
and you thought I’d better go 
and have a look. 

It may have been a chance 

RODNEY
TATTAM is a 
roaming 
observer
of King Island 
life who writes 
about issues
that affect daily 
life. 

meeting with an islander and 
you thought you should go. 
Or you may have been there 
forever.

Whatever brought you 
here, or keeps you here, that 
is not that important. It is 
the reason you live there that 
matters and how you integrate 
into the wonderful communi-
ty we have, our own unique 
community. 

We have fierce loyalty and 
pride is our association with 
this amazing place and we are 
happy to tell the world that 
“We come from King Island”.

Circumstances are what 
create the opportunities and 
what we do with those is the 
deciding factor. 

In the mid 80s a friend of 
mine sent me a letter saying 
please come to New Zealand, 
we need you as our goalkeep-
er. My (slow letter) reply was 
simple, “Get me a job and I’ll 
be on my way”. 

The 17 minutes that it took 
my friend to get me that job 
changed my life forever as 
I ended up with my Dream 

job where I met the girl who 
would become my wife. All 
because I took a chance.

Maybe it was the great em-
ployment prospects on the 
island, maybe you love the 
thought of living on an island.

I have always been fasci-
nated by those amazing pho-
tos of lighthouses in the North 
Sea being swamped by mas-
sive waves. 

That is what I imagined that 
King Island would be like and 
was drawn to visit. It’s funny 
how we can create an image 
in our head, sometimes close 
and other times a distant plan-
et away.

Ask yourself, why or how 
did you end up living here 
and how proud do you feel 
being part of an island off 
an island where our identity 
is so unique, so wonderful 
where we are surrounding by 
so many who are happy to put 
their hand on their heart and 
say: “I am a King Islander”. 

Be happy you made such 
a great choice, somewhere, 
somehow.

Community Car volunteers
THE Community Car committee is looking for more volunteer 
drivers to help provide the service.

Community Car had a boost in funding to cover car expenses 
with the successful play Stiff raising more than $4000, which 
goes directly to run the vehicle.

Potential volunteer drivers are required to undertake training 
and have appropriate Police check. Being a volunteer driver is a 
great opportunity to meet people in the community and is ideal 
for newcomers to learn more about their island home.    

To learn more call the Community car mobile 0457 347965. 

COVID vigilance
KING Island Mayor Julie Arnold urges King Islanders to be 
vigilant and continue to follow COVID precaution protocols. 
These include using the QR code when entering a business and 
using the disinfectant.

“The recent outbreak in Victoria and the emergence of it in 
Sydney is a timely COVID is a constant threat,” Mayor Arnold 
said.

“We need to remain vigilant.”
The travelling public and visitors need to provide their own 

facemask when at the airport. This is the standard practice at 
other airports.

Masks are an important line of defence against the spread of 
COVID-19 and must be worn at the Airport in accordance with 
the Director of Public Health’s order.

Lighthouse Street park
 THE  Lighthouse Street Park had its official opening yesterday. 
Full details of the event will be in next week’s edition. 
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OUR ECONOMY IS ON TRACK TO COME BACK

JOB CREATION IS ON TRACK
Over the next 10 years, many more local 
jobs will be created and secured through 
investment in roads, rail and community 
infrastructure. More homes will be built in 
more communities thanks to HomeBuilder 
and the New Home Guarantee.

More training will be available through 
JobTrainer. There’ll be new apprenticeships, 
traineeships and more places in higher 
education. And there’ll be more 
opportunities for families to access work 
with more affordable childcare.

SMALL BUSINESSES ARE ON TRACK
We’re supporting hard hit industries 
such as aviation, tourism and international 
education. And continuing tax incentives, 
such as the Instant Asset Write-off, to 
encourage businesses to invest, to grow 
and to create more jobs.

We’re improving employment services so 
that employers and job seekers are more 
easily matched.

And our $1.2 billion investment in digital 
infrastructure, skills, and incentives means 
that more businesses in communities right 
across Australia can be part of the thriving 
digital economy.

LOWER TAXES & GREATER SUPPORT FOR
MORE AUSTRALIANS
Tax cuts for 10 million low and middle income 
earners will put more money in their pockets 
to spend at local businesses, creating more 
economic activity and more jobs.

It’s a plan that will not only help Australia 
come back, but come back better than ever.

Australia’s economy is on track to come back. In fact, our economy outperformed all major 
advanced economies in 2020. In the second half of 2020, it grew at the fastest pace on 
record and there are now more people in work than before the pandemic.

CONTINUING OUR COMEBACK
To build upon the progress we’ve made, the next steps in the plan provide more support 
for individuals, families and businesses to help secure the economy and create more jobs.

THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN
OUR COMEBACK

THIS ISTO FIND OUT HOW IT CAN BENEFIT YOU VISIT

OURCOMEBACK.GOV.AU
Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.

Get smarter mortgage advice

Australian Credit Licence Number 385325

m 0438 569 719 (Richard)
m 0417 191 366 (Allan)
e rdenholm@smartline.com.au
e aleedham@smartline.com.au
w smartline.com.au/rdenholm

I would like to introduce the latest member of our team,  
Allan Leedham.

As an individual who prides himself on helping his clients 
achieve their goals while making their borrowing journey 
as pain free as possible, Allan is an approachable, efficient 
and knowledgeable mortgage adviser and we are very 
lucky to have him join us here at Smartline Hobart.

Call Richard 
Denholm or Allan 
Leedham today  
and get the right 
loan for your needs

Works
block
beach
access
KING Island Council is un-
dertaking a private roadworks 
contract at Boulder in the 
north of the island.

 Construction of the 2.6km 
road is on private land and 
with culverts and shoulders, 
will cost $150,000. While 
earthworks are under way, and 
until further notice, the access 
gate to this private road, needs 
to be locked for safety rea-
sons.

 King Island Council under-
stands the locked gate is caus-
ing some concerns in the com-
munity, but discussions have 
started with the land owners, 
Matt and Corinne Zoeller, to 
provide a new easement for 
the public to have future ac-
cess to the stunning White 
Beach and Boulder Point.

The couple purchased the 
land at Martha Lavinia Road, 
Egg Lagoon, known as Boul-
der last year. Dissecting their 
494 acre property is the Coun-
cil owned road to Martha and 
a private road, used by locals 
to access the popular fishing 
and beach at Boulder Point.

 The Zoellers intend to sub-
mit a development application 
for planning approval to build 
a number of “eco lodges” on 
the property.

 “The road will provide a 
safe access to the lodge devel-
opment site,” Mr  Zoeller said.

 “We want to make King 
Island our home, and our off-
grid eco lodge accommoda-
tion will introduce others to 
the spectacular beauty of the 
island.

 “This is our dream and 
our life savings, so while the 
road is being built it’s a con-
struction zone and that’s why 

A NEW way to train GPs in 
Tasmania, which is hoped 
will boost the number of doc-
tors in rural and remote com-
munities, is being progressed.

In April, the Royal Austra-
lian College of General Prac-
titioners released its blueprint 
for general practice training,  
designed to attract more grad-
uates to become a GP and do 
their training in the communi-
ties that need them most.

There are well-document-
ed challenges with attracting 
medical students to specialise 

as a GP, and to live and work 
in rural and regional commu-
nities – there are more than 50 
GP vacancies advertised on 
the Rural Health Tasmanian 
Workforce website, and even 
more locum positions. 

Research shows GPs who 
get a taste of rural life by 
training there are more likely 
to choose to stay living there 
and enjoy all the benefits of a 
career in rural practice.

RACGP Rural chairman Dr 
Michael Clements and Tas-
mania Chair Dr Tim Jackson 

last week meet key health 
stakeholders in Tasmania, 
including local GPs and GP 
workforce training organi-
sations to examine the prob-
lems and what could be done 
to solve the GP workforce 
crisis.

Dr Jackson said the rural GP 
shortage was at crisis point in 
Tasmania.

“The GP shortage in rural 
Tasmania is dire, and it’s im-
pacting on the health of pa-
tients and communities,” Dr 
Jackson said.

“Everyone deserves access 
to high quality general prac-
tice care, regardless of their 
postcode.

Dr Clements said the transi-
tion of GP training back to the 
specialist medical colleges, in-
cluding RACGP, was a once 
in a lifetime opportunity.

“The RACGP represents 
the most rural and regional 
GPs of any group in Australia 
and increasing the number of 
highly trained GPs across the 
country is our priority,” Dr 
Clements said. 

Focus on rural medicos

we’ve locked the gates.
 “However, we have com-

menced discussions with the 
council to create an ease-
ment across another part of 
our land so islanders can have 
a permanent access to the 
coast.

 “We intend to become an 
active part of the King Island  
community as we move our 
lives to the island full time 
over the next few months. 

“While we acknowledge 
some people are upset about 
the Boulder track, we are do-
ing our best to compromise, 
by offering another public ac-
cess.”

The Zoellers, with their two 
young daughters, live in Syd-
ney and will bring their skills 
in nursing, intensive care 
medicine and digital mental 
tele-health to the island when 
they make their sea-change to 
Boulder.  

Council confirms easement 
discussions have started and 
will keep the community in-
formed of progress.

Mr Zoeller can be contact-
ed via email about individual 
access for sentimental rea-
sons in the interim at mattz@
mymirorr.com.au

... our off-grid eco 
lodge 
accommodation will 
introduce others to 
the spectacular
beauty of the island.
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The more Gallagher products purchased, the more money your local footy club receives!

Terms and conditions: 10% of the total dollar amount of Gallagher products sold at Elders Currie between 1 May and 
10 September 2021 will be donated to the King Island Football Association to be divided between Grassy, North and Currie Football Clubs. 

Support King Island Footy!

Elders Currie 8 Meech Street, King Island Ph: 03 6462 1566 

of the value of all Gallagher product 
bought from Elders Currie between 
1 May and 10 September 2021 will be 
donated to support King Island football! 10% 

North wins its first

LEFT: Paige Williams helps Florence Summers and Billie Summers learn their 
footy skills. RIGHT: Selling raffle tickets at the game are, from left, Laura Harvey, 

Georgia Jarvis, Laura Lyttle. TOP: On-field action.                 Pictures: ROGER HANSON

GALLAGHER

NORTH won its first game 
against Grassy this season, 
skipping away to a 31-point 
win in Saturday’s round of 
King Island Football Associ-
ation games.

After a drizzly start to the 
morning, the weather cleared 
by the afternoon to see a cool 
day eventuate with another 
good crowd turn out for the 
game see North 8.8 (56) down 
Grassy 3.7 (25).

Both sides looked to be 
flush with numbers with them 
both being able to have 20 
on the team sheet with both 
coaches agreeing to play with 
16 on the ground and four on 
the bench. North lost one just 
before the game started as he 
never turned up.

So far this season we have 
seen a few juniors step up and 
play seniors. Joseph Daniel 
has been playing for Grassy in 
the seniors since their second 
game. Tyler Hudson played 
his first game for Grassy on 
the June 5 along with Lewis 
Williams who played for Cur-
rie and  Rory Taylor played 
his first senior game in the se-
niors for Grassy.

The game was a tight af-
fair for the first 15 minutes 
of the game with the ball see 
sawing from one end of the 
ground to the other with nei-
ther side able to get a score on 
the board.

 There was some good 
football being played by 

both sides, but it was North 
who finally got a score on 
the board when Jai Summers 
passed to his brother Jeremy 
who goaled. At the bounce 
after that goal Grassy got the 
ball forward quickly to Ar-
chie Gordon who marked 
well and with his awkward 
kicking style managed to kick 
Grassy’s first for the game. 
North were able to move the 
ball forward again but it went 
out of bounds and at the throw 
in Jeremy Summers grabbed 
the ball out of the ruck and 
snapped his second for the 
quarter to see North five 
points up at quarter time.

The second quarter was 
much like the first with play 
once again see sawing up and 
down the ground. The Sum-
mers brothers were in the 
thick of the play for North 
while Jack Noseda was doing 
a great job in the backline for 
Grassy along with Jackson 
and Rory Taylor. Justin Sum-
mers got the score board tick-
ing over for North kicking a 
nice goal which was followed 
by a nice mark and goal to 
Dwayne “Baldy” Baldock to 
see North increase their lead 
to 16 points at half time.

The third quarter started 
well for North as a misdemea-
nour by Grassy saw Jeremy 
Summers get a 50-metre pen-
alty which brought him inside 
the square and an easy goal.

David Vellekoop marked 
and looked like what would 
be a certain goal, only to see it 

miss everything.
North was con-

trolling the play 
more now which 
saw them get the ball 
forward again with 
the running Baldock 
receiving the ball to 
kick his second for 
the game. North got 
the ball to Vellekoop 
again courtesy of a 
kick off the ground by 
Ned Hunter which saw 
him kick a lot straight-
er this time to goal.

 Grassy were battling 
hard but just seemed to 
be lacking up forward 
till they worked the ball 
out of their back line 
with short direct kicks to 
see it end up with Gor-
don who kicked his sec-
ond for the game. Beau 
Mullin marked up for-
ward and had the chance to 
put North further ahead just 
before the siren only to see 
him shank his kick and miss 
everything which saw North 
go in at three quarter time 28 
points up.

Things had got a bit heated 
at the end of the third quar-
ter, but players settled after 
the break and concentrated on 
playing the ball.

 Grassy got off to a good 
start when Tyler Rhodes 
marked strongly and con-
verted. Freddy Tatawaqa for 
Grassy was giving them plen-
ty of drive round the ground 
along with Brandon Blom-

field and Joel Weitjens.  Kick-
ing out of bounds on the full 
in front of goal was catching 
on as Craig Constable had 
a chance to kick a nice goal, 
only to miss everything as 
well. 

Jeremy Summers was a real 
work horse for North which 
saw him finish the game with 
four goals. His brother Jus-
tin was right in the thick of 
play after his couple of weeks 
off, while Alexander Dean, 
Ned Hunter, Taylor Cook 
and Keenan Fanning were all 

playing well for North.  Rich-
ard Sutton took a solid mark 
close to goal and when he 
went back for his kick the si-
ren sounded. But like so many 
others today when he kicked 
he missed everything. 
This Saturday
NORTH takes on Currie and 
it will be interesting to see 
how Currie will shape up 
next week as they have lost a 
few players the last couple of 
weeks with them leaving the 
island.

Results
Juniors: North 0.1 0.2 0.2 1.3 (9) lt 
Grassy 4.4 9.11 11.15 14.17 (101)
North - Goals: H. Lincoln. Best: T. Button, 
L. Reeman, A. Perry, E. Clemons, C. 
Hamer, L. Bryan.
Grassy - Goals: J Russell 5, I. Daniel 3, 
R. Taylor 2, T. Hudson, R. Esquerra, A. 
Archer, R. Payne. Best: R. Payne, C. 
Harvey, T. Berkin, L. Hudson, R. Esquerra, 
A. Archer

Seniors: North 2.0 4.2 7.3 8.8 (56) d 
Grassy 1.1 1.4 2.5 3.7 (25) 
North 
Goals: Jeremy Summers 4, D. Baldock 2, 
Justin Summers, D. Vellekoop. Best: Jer-
emy Summers, A. Dean, N. Hunter, Justin 
Summers, T. Cook, K. Fanning
Grassy - Goals: A. Gordon 2, T. Rhodes. 
Best: F. Tatawaqa, J. Taylor, A. Gordon, J. 
Weitjens, W. Laidler, B. Blomfield.
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THE COVID-19 VACCINE

WHY I’M GETTING

www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/vaccine

I’m choosing to get 
vaccinated because I want 
my family to be safe. I’m 
hoping others will do the 
same so we can reduce 
the impact of COVID.

MOTHER OF A YOUNG CHILD

IMOGEN

Nomads battle Hawks
First wins on court

SAPPHIRES, Neva and Nomads all scored 
their first wins in the King Island Netball 
Association’s latest round of games.

In the open women’s Nomads had to battle 
hard to overcome Grassy Hawks before 
winning 42 to 37.

RESULTS: Tuesday 15th June,  U12 girls/
boys: Sapphires 6 d Topaz 5.Best – Sapphires:  
Tyler Payne & A Mckerrow. Topaz: Conor 
Pretorius & Olivia Raff. 
Coaches awards – Sapphires: Murphy 
Williams & Tyler Payne. Topaz: Chelsea 

Harding & Tom Button. 
 
U16 girls: Neva 26 d Shannon 24. Goals – 
Neva: Montana Cook 26. Shannon: Sarah 
Lancaster 15, Meg Ferrier 10. 
Best – Neva: Jana Burgin & Addison Coombe. 
Shannon: Meg Ferrier & Tia Millwood. 
 
Thursday 17th June Open women: North 
Bulldogs 71 d Misfits 40. Goals - North 
Bulldogs: 
Jenna Cook 46, Chloe Watson 17, Nicole 
Conley 8. Goals – Misfits:  Bella Hoffman 20, 

Paige Williams 20. 
Best – North:  Elise Nichols & L Blackie. 
Misfits: Bella Hoffman & Nicole Vasta & 
Tiffany Morrison. 
 
Nomads 42 d Grassy Hawks 37. Goals – 
Nomads: Ingrid Skipworth 22 Montana Cook 
11 Paige Williams 9. Grassy Hawks: Rikki’s 
Smitheram 17 Georgia Denby 17 Sarah 
McRae 3. 
Best – Nomads:  Paige Williams & I 
Skipworth.  Grassy: Abbey Morris & Laura 
Harvey.

Action from the open women’s games.
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Footy players line up
Courier

A Beacon for the Community

King Island

Golf

BUGGY
 
SATURDAY’S golf was 
played on a grey, overcast day 
with small southerly breeze.

A good turnout of 28 play-
ers was bolstered by the en-
gine room of the Currie Foot-
ball Club players.

The competition was a 
four- ball best-ball stableford, 
so 14 pairs hit off in good 
conditions.

The first group to hit off, 
Ian Allan and Alan Aylett won 
the day with a good score of 
50 points well clear of the 
rest of the field. 

Alan Aylett managed 42 
points – a great result. Ian Al-
lan 36 points, so a good com-
bination gave them the win.

Runners-up were Tas 
Loane and Phil Noble who 
scored 45 points. Tas is in 
fine form  with 38 points 
backing up his recent good 
play.

Other close scores on 44 
points were Lincoln Barnett 
and Doug Cox.

On  43 points Connor Rush 
and Sukma Bowling, James 
Jacawenko and Beau Keys.

Nearest to the Pin 3rd and 
12th Tim Barnes and 18th Pe-
ter Kempster.

Money hole was supposed 
to be on the 4th and 13th but 
the marker wasn’t taken out.

Next week will be a double 
up money hole and the first 
group out please take out the 
pin.

Around the traps
THE best individual scores 
were James Jacawenko and 
Alan Aylett 42 points fol-
lowed by Tas Loane 38 points, 
after carding a winning score 
of 36 last week.

The three wood being used 
by Roger Clemons on the Mo-
tel hole, has caused problems 
over the last few weeks. 

Well, this week the ball ac-
tually jumped in the air and 
landed a foot backwards. 
Ironically, his putt finished six 
inches short.

The across the bay 14th 
hole nearly delivered another 
one-shot wonder, just missing 
by a whisker and delivering 
an eagle.

Great to see the Currie foot-
ball players out for a game. 
Beau Keys back for a second 
game this season and hitting 
the ball a mile.

Doug Cox out and about 
along with several of his 
mates.
Next week 
A PINEHURST event so 
players need to arrange part-
ners.

Both players drive off then 
hit each other’s ball. Then se-
lect the best ball until it’s in 
the hole.

Handicaps add both togeth-
er and divide by three.

The local rule says a player 
can lift and wipe the ball, but 
only on the fairway.

LEFT: Players on the 9th green. RIGHT: Alan Alyett looks at his prize as the winner of the stableford with James 
Jackawenko and beau keys in background.

Hot dog lover
votes one for
island’s sav

PEOPLE OF KING ISLAND

ROGER HANSON

KING Island again boasts 
having the “best of” in food 
category, and that is its 
saveloys – otherwise known as 
hot dogs.

One of the great joys is 
eating a saveloy in a piece of 
bread at the football, when the 
weather is quite often wet and 
cold.

For many years I have 
reported on football matches 
throughout Tasmania and at 
many country grounds.

I have gone out on a limb  
and rated the King Island 
Butchery saveloys best at a 
Tasmanian football ground.

Until this discovery the 
Hobart Football Club’s home 
ground at the TCA in Hobart 
held the mantle, then they were 
shoved aside by the saveloys at 
Boyer in the Derwent Valley, 
made at the New Norfolk.

Now King Island Butchery 
in  Currie, has knocked them all 
off their perches and have been 
crowned by me as producing 
the “best saveloys at any 
football ground in Tasmania”. 

King Island Butchery’s chief 
sausage and saveloy maker 
Kyle Burgin said the secret 
was that he “loves making 
them, and only uses the best 
ingredients”.

Kyle was delighted in 
knowing he was crowned as 
making the top hot dog.

Devouring a saveloy can 
sometimes be an adventure into 
the unknown, but at the football 
at Currie, enjoy a saveloy from 
the King Island Butchery.

King Island Butchery’s 
chief sausage and saveloy 

maker Kyle Burgin sells yet 
another pack of saveloys to 

a hungry customer.
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Naracoopa 1 The Esplanade

Rocky Glen
This unique property of over 31ha is tucked away at   the end of the
Esplanade at Naracoopa, with over a kilometre of beach frontage. In
its former glory days it was a tourism mecca with a restaurant to seat
100 and space to dance the night away.. 3 chalet style cottages and a
spacious family home. Plenty of space for the farmer at heart, with a
flare for renovating and hospitality.

Auction 
Tuesday 30 Mar 12:00 PM On site

View www.harcourts.com.au/TKG5229 Land area 31.54 Ha Approx year built 1955

6 4

Mandy Potter
M 0414999951 P 03 64621474
kingisland@harcourts.com.au
King Island Real Estate Pty Ltd

This document has been prepared to assist solely in the marketing of this property. While all care has been taken to ensure the information herein is correct, we do not take
responsibility for any inaccuracies. Accordingly all interested parties should make their own enquiries to verify the information.

Mandy Potter
M 0414 999 951
P 03 6462 1474
kingisland@harcourts.com.au 

For all your Real Estate needs, call Mandy 
at Harcourts King Island

87% of people who survived a  
Finn workout said a swear word

100% of people who didn’t  
survive said nothing

When you’re ready for a  
better version of you...

0428 376 684
@finnbykelsipop

To place an advertisement, contact James Young:
0449 178 715 | james@fontpr.com.au

Courier Classifieds
The

Your Courier, 
In the Cloud.

SUBSCRIBE NOW:
www.kingislandcourier.com

SURVEYORS
REGULARLY 
VISITING 
KING ISLAND
For all enquiries, please contact:
Adrian Eberhardt, Registered Land Surveyor
6431 4400 or 0447 544 360
pda.bne@pda.com.au

ROGER HANSON

THE King Island seafood 
community joined together at 
the Currie Football Oval for a 
free Mental Health Toolbox 
Talk with Rural Alive and 
Well..

The State Government is 
providing $360,000 over the 
next three years to fund the 
Stay Afloat Mental Health 
Program – a seafood industry/
RAW partnership supporting 
the health and wellbeing of 
those operating in and con-
nected to the Tasmanian sea-
food industry.

Tasmanian Seafood Indus-
try Council chief executive 
Julian Harrington, along with 
TSIC project manager Emma 
Woodcock, came to King Is-
land to meet with seafood in-
dustry stakeholders.

RAW country outreach 
workers Chris Claridge and 

Rene Gent, along with RAW 
training manager Darren 
Clark, joined with TSIC for 
the Stay Afloat session.

Mr Harrington said Stay 
Afloat program was about try-
ing to support the seafood in-
dustry.

“At the moment it’s an un-
certain future for the rock lob-
ster industry because of the 
because of trade tensions and 
disruptions with China. There 
is no clear end in sight, we are 
exploring other opportunities.

“The three-dimensional 
seismic testing planned for 
off the coast of King Island 
is cause for high level con-
cern for the seafood industry, 
and we are working with both 
companies about the concerns 
of the long-term effects on the 
industry. It’s a real David v 
Goliath situation.

“It’s times like this we need 
to come together.”

Fishers getting RAW deal

LEFT: Cooking up a storm are, from left, RAW’s Rene Gent, TSIC’s Julian Harrington and RAW’s Darren Clark.  
RIGHT: At the gathering are, from left, RAW’s Chris Claridge, cray fisherman Tony Bear Alexander, future 

fisherman Taylor Jordan, seafood industry representative Dawn Jordan and TSC’s Emma Woodcock
Pictures: ROGER HANSON   



THE TIDES  (Grassy Lat 40º 3' S Long 144º 5' E)

June            High                  Low

Th  24:       11.34      22.30         4.02        17.56
F    25:       12.28      23.33         5.02        18.48
S    26:              13.13                 5.57        19.31     
S    27:       0.29       13.55          6.49        20.10   
M   28:       1.21       14.34          7.37        20.48
T    29:       2.11       15.12          8.24        21.27
W   30:       3.01       15.48          9.10        22.06

The Back Paddock

Island
life .. 

Please email your community group activity to roger.hanson@fontpr.com.au 
to be included on our list of Island Life.

Talking Point: Listen on King Island Radio 100.5FM every Thurs-
day at midday to Talking Point where the Editor of the King Island 
Courier chats with radio host Wade Roskam on issues of the day 
and stories in the Courier.
King Island Council: Next ordinary meeting Monday 5pm July 20 
at Council chambers, 10 George Street.
CWA King Island: Needs your support. Calling young and not 
so young Women to be new members to keep CWA going. If you 
would like to be involved with our community activites, frendship 
and craft etc. You are welcome. Meet at the CWA rooms on 3rd 
Wednesday each month at 3.30pm. Contact Helen 0429611179.
Stiff: The Community Car Thespian Troupe’s production of Stiff, 
which is the major fundraiser for the community car, was a great 
success. Tally of funds raised is more than $4,000. Raffle tickets 
back on sale next month at IGA.
King Island District High School: Reading challenge still running 
till Friday July 2.
Phoenix Community House: Different activities each week call 
and check wat might interest you. Call 64 62 1746.
EPIC Youth: for Grades 7 to 9, Friday night fortnightly 7pm-8.30pm, 
23 Main Street Currie, meeting room @ Anglican church. 25th June 
Youth feud (but nicely). Enquiries: Chris Thiele 0400 509305.
COVID Vaccinations: Visit Ochre Health King Island for details 
and bookings for your jab.
King Island Men’s Shed: Come on fellas, check out on what’s on 
at the shed. Phoenix Community House, 25 Meech Street, Currie. 
Contact - Simone 6462 1746    admin@pchi.org.au. MATES SUP-
PORTING MATES.
Women’s Workshop: at the Men’s Shed every Saturday 10am-1pm.
Currie Op shop: Senior Citizens Op Shop Currie.
Grassy Football Club: Training Tuesday and Thursday. Juniors 
3.30pm, seniors 5.30pm. All welcome. Join a club today, all three 
clubs need more players.
KIFA: The King Island Football Association this Saturday. Get along 
to the game and support local footy. This Saturday North takes on 
Currie.
Lions Cakes: Lions 1.5kg Christmas cakes, only a few left, now 
only $15. Phone Jenny, 0429833728. The Lions’ Leo Club won a 
national award for its letter box project. 
Ukecan’tbeserious: King Island’s premier ukulele group meets 
each Friday at 3.30pm in the pub bistro. All welcome, beginners 
encouraged, ukuleles can be provided.
Scrabble: at Phoenix House. Happens every Monday from 1pm. 
$5, snacks and hot drinks provided.
Grassy Op Shop open. Come on down. Lots of new items. 11am-
3pm, Open regularly Thursday, Friday, Saturday.
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Strait freight aid
ROGER HANSON

BASS Island Line, which runs 

a shipping service to King Is-

land, is currently updating its 

rate card to refl ect the revised 

Bass Strait Passenger Vehicle 

Equalisation Scheme for pas-

senger vehicle bookings to 

the island.
Bass Island Line, is assess-

ing eligibility requirements 

to understand what the in-

creased subsidy will mean for 

its customers since the Fed-

eral Government announced 

the temporary changes for 

new bookings made on/after 

January 14 for travel between 

March1  and June 30.

Information about the 

changes is available from BIL 

agents.
The subsidy will be avail-

able until June 30, or until 

Bass Island Line’s portion of 

the allocation has been used – 

whichever comes fi rst. 

The discount will apply to 

King Islander’s travelling to 

and from Victoria, however 

it is not available on existing 

bookings.
BIL runs the 80-metre-long 

vessel John Duigan, which 

operates a service tailored to 

King Island. 

BIL is a wholly owned sub-

sidiary of state-owned com-

pany TasPorts.

The BSPVES was intro-

duced in September 1996 by 

the Federal Government.

The BSPVES aims to re-

duce the cost of sea travel 

between the mainland, Bass 

Strait islands and Tasmania, 

by providing a rebate for the 

transportation of an eligible 

passenger vehicle across Bass 

Strait.
All claims for payment of 

the rebate under the scheme 

are assessed and paid by Ser-

vices Australia on behalf of 

the Department of Infrastruc-

ture, Transport, Regional De-

velopment and Communica-

tions.
BIL currently offers the 

existing rebate upfront by re-

ducing the fare charged. 

BIL is not the recipient of 

the rebate, instead the rebat-

ed is claimed on the driver’s 

behalf.
Only one vehicle can be 

claimed per one eligible driv-

er matched to that individu-

al’s airfare.
The individual transporting 

the vehicle must have an air-

fare on a direct commercial 

airline or fl ight. 

Charter fl ights are not cur-

rently accepted under the 

scheme.
A signed Driver’s Declara-

tion, Consignment Note and 

copy of the fl ight booked must 

accompany the claim. 

In circumstances where the 

government rejects a claim un-

der the scheme, the driver will 

be required to repay the rebate 

to BIL.
Vehicles such as prime mov-

ers, trailers or vehicles carried 

on other vehicles are also ex-

cluded from the scheme.

With the winner of the King Island Dairies Sprint Cup galloper Eighty Eight Days are King Island trainer Debbie Monson, left, stablehand Sahara Hiscock and winning 

jockey Juana Andreou. Second placegetter in the Sprint Cup was She’s Raunchy.              
               

               
               

               
  Pictures: MICHAEL LASKEY PHOTOGRAPHY.

We are off and racing

The King Island Racing Club’s season 

has been an outstanding success

STORY, PICTURES; P6&7
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We are off and racing

The King Island Racing Club’s season 

has been an outstanding success
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
AVAILABLE FROM
$125 PER YEAR
This helps us to cover costs for both the newspaper and postage to 
your address.  All existing subscriptions will be covered until the end of 
June this year (regardless of nominal expiry date). From July 1,  2021, all  
subscribers will be billed for the coming 12-months. New subscribers 
can sign up at any time and will be billed on a pro-rata basis.

Call 6300 1689 or email
amanda@fontpr.com.au

The Persecution of
 Hamilton Kennet

We continue the tale The Persecution of Hamilton Kennet, by PETER 
GILLETT, a retired NSW police officer who moved to King Island where 
he became a homesteader. He is a lay preacher at the local Uniting 
Church. The King Island Courier is serialising his fiction.

Chapter 19

SIR Arthur caught the eye of 
the barman and by raising 
his pointed finger indicated 
he wished table service. 
The barman was otherwise 

engrossed in listening and learning to 
Silkworthy and resented Sir Arthur’s 
intrusion. He glanced a look at 
Silkworthy seeking tacit approval. The 
slightest of nods from Silkworthy (well-
honed from many vintage wine auctions) 
gave him leave to tend to Sir Arthur. 

Sir Arthur had seen this barman many 
times before in his career - court room 
docks, police station cells or maybe 
leaning over a body pleading ignorance. 
His gaudy tattoos, some inked in prison, 
gave him away as a career criminal. 
He was now a floating thief going from 
town to village stealing as he went 
guided by the loose talk of inebriated 
patrons. 

HIS thinning crown over 
compensated by greasy locks 
at the rear was somehow 
symbiotic with his rake like 

arms and legs but potbellied gut. He was 
the classic fat, skinny fella. Sir Arthur 
sensing he may be a conduit between 
himself and Silkworthy engaged him in 
conversation hoping it might rattle him 
by drawing away one of his fledgling 
disciples.

 In a tone and volume designed to 
be overheard he asked the fat skinny 
fella while adjusting his coat over his 
knees what Grange Hermitage might be 
in his cellar. At hearing there were no 
such wines he recoiled in horror with, 
“Good gracious” with a rolling of the 
r’s. Well do the best you can lad with a 
port before I go to bed. Begrudgingly he 
mooned off towards the cellar hoping 
to not miss too much of Silkworthy’s 
diatribe.

 Silkworthy smarted at losing an 

audience member and Sir Arthur knew 
he’d landed a punch. The skinny fat 
fella returned with a perfectly pedestrian 
port and presented it to Sir Arthur like 
he’d heard wine being proffered to 
Silkworthy in a French vineyard. Sir 
Arthur held the glass aloft and sighted it 
through the open fire backdrop turning 
it slightly by the stem before flaring his 
nostrils over it and inhaling deeply.  He 
quaffed it suddenly before recoiling 
with theatrical horror, ejecting himself 
sufficiently from his seat to spew it onto 
the fire. 

WITH gagging venom 
he demanded the bottle 
be bought to him when 
he dispensed with the 

contents onto the fire. With evangelical 
zeal he threatened to smash any similar 
bottles but the skinny fat fella ensured 
this was the last. Having sufficiently 
scuttled Silkworthy’s wine appreciation 

class Sir Arthur rose and made his 
way toward the staircase. 

As he clenched the Blackwood 
balustrade he spoke to the barman 
like a closing address to the 
jury.   “Ah, my good bar keep, 
there is a most excellent auction 
(pronounced as oorkshun) coming 
up in the Barossa next week. 
Anyone worth their red wine salt 
should be there.”  

The seed had been set and 
once tonight’s escapade had 
been related to the judge and 
Bainwright over the weekend a 
weeks’ adjournment was assured 
when Sir Arthur requested it 
first thing Monday morning. 
Silkworthy’s endorsing echoes 
expected him to be there and they 
longed for more visceral tales 
of vines and vintage upon his 
venerable return.

SIR Arthur ascended the 
stairs to his room ignoring 
the groaning creak his 
bulk squeezed from the 

ancient timbers. Inside he felt alive, 
lightened by the thought he’d found a 
chink in his arch enemy’s armour.

 Monday morning would come soon 
enough. He now had some favours 
to call in from various government 
departments where old cronies of his 
still worked. He knew stuff and was not 
afraid to use it to get certain information. 
He hated this devious side of his nature 
but a little boy’s future was at stake and 
Silkworthy must pay for de-throning 
him all those years ago.

Sir Arthur slept soundly tonight – 
the faint scent of victory in the air. He 
awoke early for a Saturday and after 
showering in the communal bathroom he 
made his way down stairs for breakfast. 

To be continued ...


